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1yo Coopworth Ewe Lamb       
Rearing Twins, October 2007. 



October 2007 
With the spring upon us it is certainly crunch time to determine our production for the 
year.  While we have been lucky with recent rainfalls there is no excess moisture in 
the soil, our harvest this year will depend upon future rainfalls over the next couple of 
weeks, the positive being, we still have time. 
 
Hamilton Sheepvention 
This year at Sheepvention we had a display of information in the Sheep Genetics 
marquee in conjunction with the Coopworth Society.  An excellent response was 
received to join our mailing list, those of you that joined this year may remember 
there was a draw for an Icebreaker Merino jacket.  The winner was Peter Mitchell 
form Horsham, congratulations Peter. 
 
Multivendor Coopworth Sale 
This years Multivendor Coopworth Sale will be held at the Hamilton Showgrounds, 
9th November staring at 1pm.  For the first time we will have rams at this sale, we 
have selected four rams with exceptional Lambplan figures that are ranked in the top 
25% decile of the 2006 drop for the Coopworth $ index.  A total of 60 rams will be 
sold under the Helmsman system from various registered breeders.  Figures for our 
rams at this sale are detailed below. 
 
Lot Tag Sire Wwt Milk Pwwt Fat Muscle Gfw Nlw $Index

 
29 056 Cairnlea 

406 NZ 
6.9 0.2 8.9 0.0 -0.2 29 18 130 

30 067 Cairlea 
406 NZ 

6.5 0.1 8.7 0.0 0.5 22 17 130 

31 059 Cairnlea 
406 NZ 

6.3 0.5 8.4 -0.2 -1.0 26 19 128 

32 051 Cairnlea 
406 NZ 

6.4 -0.1 8.2 0.4 0.1 18 17 127 

Aust 2006 Drop 
Average 

3.9 0.5 5.9 -0.1 0.1 6 11 119 

  
 
Private Ram Sales 
We will be offering our rams for private sale from November onwards.  All rams are 
commercially raised in the paddock and will be ready to work off the truck.  However 
if you are providing supplementary feed to your ewes it is best to purchase rams early 
and introduce them to the same ration to avoid grain poisoning.  The majority of rams 
for sale have been used in our commercial flock in the autumn so they are 
experienced workers a worthwhile consideration especially if joining to maiden ewes. 
There is information on page 6 in relation to Lambplan EBVs and the Coopworth $ 
index, it should be useful to explain all the terms and traits to allow you to make a 
more informed choice on the genetics you may be purchasing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Semen Sales 
For those of you using AI in your breeding program we have semen available this 
year from two of our best rams born in 2006.  These two rams were both used in our 
own stud earlier this year, their lambplan figures are listed on page 4.   
 
 
Thoughts on Ram Selection 
Ram selection will depend on several factors, 
   Your own breeding objectives 
   The ewes the rams are to be joined to 
   Structure of the flock 
 
A producer running a self replacing Coopworth flock may have different priorities to 
that of another who is breeding 1stX Ewes by putting a Coopworth ram over a Merino 
ewe.  The difference being is that the self replacer may put more emphasis on growth 
and meat traits for the wether portion and fertility for the ewe progeny, weaning and 
post weaning weight and fertility will be important considerations for ewe progeny to 
be mated as lambs.  The 1st X breeder will give thought to fertility, maternal weaning 
weight and if joining progeny as lambs, growth.  We have had positive results joining 
1st X Coop/Mer as ewe lambs, weight gain is more advanced than that of their 
traditional 1st X counterparts.   
Whatever the ewes to be joined it is important to carefully consider the genetic traits 
that will contribute most to profit.  As breeding is a long term work in progress the 
importance of genetic selection cannot be underestimated.  All registered coopworth 
breeders performance record their flocks with Lambplan and have to comply with 
guidelines outlined by the Coopworth Society of Australia so genetic gain in their 
flocks is guaranteed.  This gives clients of registered breeders assurance the genetics 
they invest in each year will contribute positively to their own flock and in turn the 
profit and loss statement.  
    
What is happening at Glenholm 
We are currently in the middle of lambing our stud ewes.  We joined in May our 
original Cleverlie ewes and also their 2006 progeny.  All the ewes are lambing down 
well and we are extremely pleased with the ewe lambs.  At lambing we weigh and tag 
the lambs, at the same time we give the new mother a score on her flight distance, this 
recognises the ewes protective mothering abilities.  This information on dams is 
available when clients are selecting rams, and it is encouraging to us that in our 
second lambing in collecting this information that the results are consistent with last 
years lambing.   
Our embryo transfer progeny from two programs were dropped in August and 
September and are growing well and will use the ram lambs over our commercial 
ewes next year.  The ewe portion will be joined as lambs with a natural mating as it is 
a good selection tool to identify and retain the most productive ewes in the stud. 
 
 
The last three pages look at  selecting rams using lambplan ASBV’s it was produced 
by Sheep Genetics to explain ASBV’s for maternal breeders, hope you find it useful.  
Also a percentile report on 2006 drop Coopworths and their respective traits. 
If you have any queries we are only to happy to discuss your requirements and look 
forward to meeting you in the future. 
 
Regards 
Nick and Sandra McClelland 



Coopworth Animal Listing   
Entries:1 ~ 2 of 2 are shown Sorted by: Stud Name / Id.  
Hide ASBVs   Show ASBV Acc   Hide Index Values      
Selection Criteria: LAMBPLAN Id(s): equals 150062-2006-060055 or 150062-2006-060070, 

Home  ASBV Enquiry Mating Predictor Member Enquiry  Sale Catalogues Semen Catalogues 
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Coopworth 
$Index 

SAMM 
$Index 

GLENHOLM COOPWORTHS-
060055   +0.3 +20  +2.0  +2.1  +0.4 +7.0 +9.1 +11.8 +13.6 +0.1 +0.4 -0.5  -0.3 -  -0.8 +34 -  -  -  +34 +13 -4  +134  +152 
GLENHOLM COOPWORTHS-
060070   +0.7 +18  +1.8  +2.0  +0.5 +6.5 +8.4 +10.8 +12.7 -0.2 +0.2 -0.7  -0.4 -  -1.2 +20 -  -  -  +34 +10 -2  +130  +149 

Coopworth Avg. ASBVs 
for 2006 Born Lambs  0.3 10 1.2 1.2 0.2 3.8 5.8 6.7 8.2 -0.1 0.1 -0.4 -0.1 0.6 -1.5 5 -2 0.6 -0.3 2 -11 -19 119 129 

 

Online Contact Richard Apps 23 October 2007  LAMBPLAN 
Site Designed & Supported by: ABRI   i4 6.7.7  © Copyright 2007 All Rights Reserved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


